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| THE KING, 
On the Proſecution of Sir RICHARD HILL, Bart, 
| AGAINST 


WILLIAM WOOLLEY, Clerk. 


INDICTMENT. 


Mipottstx. Of Eaſter Term, in the Thirty;fourth Year of 
| Ring George the Tlurd. 


MIDDLESEX, RE it remembered that on Monday 

ro wir. next, after the morrow of the Alcen- 
fion of our Lord, in the thirty-fourth year of the reign of our 
ſovereign Lord George the Third, by the Grace of God, of 
Great Britain, France, and Ireland King, Defender of the 
Faith, &c, in the court of our laid lord t king, before the 
king himſelf at Weſtminſter, in the County of Middleſex, 
upon the oath of twelve jurors, good and, lawful men uf the 
laid County of Middleſex, then there {worn, and charged iq 
enquire for our ſaid lord the King, and the body of the 
County of Middleſex, It was 8 as followeth, (that is 
to ſay) Middleſex (to wit,) The jurors for our lord the 
king, upon their oath, preſent that William Woolley, late of 
Welimiafter, in the County of Middleſex, clerk, being an 
evil and wicked perſon, and wickedly, maliciouſly, and un- 
lawfully minding, contriving, and intending as much as in 
him lay, to oppreſs, injure, aggrieve, are and vilify Sir 
Richard Hill, baronet, who before, and at the time of com- 
mitting the offences hereinafter mentioned by the ſaid Wil- 
liam Woolley, was, and till is a member of the honourable 
Houſe of Commons, that is to ſay, one of the repreſentatives 
in parliament for the County of Salop, and a good, peaceable, 
and worthy ſubje&t of our ſaid lord the king, and to deſpoil 
him of his good name, fame, credit, character, and repu- 
tation, by inſinuating that he the ſaid Sir Richard, was a 
perlon of a baſe, wicked, infamous, and diſhonourable cha- 
rater, and to bring him into great contempt, hatred, iulamy, 
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and diſgrace, on the tenth day of March, in the thirty fourth 
car of the reign of our ſovereign Lord Geurge the Third, 
Ling of Great Britain, &c. with force and arms at Welt. 
minſter aforeſaid, in the County aforeſaid, of his great hatred, 
malice, ill will, and evil intentions as aforeſaid, towards the 
{aid Sir Richard Hill, baronet, unlawfully, wickedly, mali- 
ciouſlv and ſcandaluuſly did publiſh, and cauſe and procure 
to be pvbliſhed, in a certain book or pamphlet, entitled “ A 
« Cure for Canting, or the Grand Impoſtors of St. Stephen's 
« and of Surrey Chapels unmaſked, in a Letter to = ichard 
« Hill, baronet; with a few modeſt Hints to the Right Ho- 
« nourable William Pitt,” a certain falſe, wicked, ſcanda- 
lous, defamatory, and malicious libel of, and concerning the 
laid Sir Richard Hill, and in which ſaid book or pamphlet 


are contained (amongſt other things) divers, falſe, wicked, 


ſcandalous, and malicious words, ſuggeſtions, and infinuation 
of. and concerning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill, baronet, an 
which ſaid falſe, wicked, ſcandalous and malicious words, 
ſuggeſtions and inſinuations, are to the tenor and effect fol- 
lowing (that is to ſay) in one'part of the ſaid book or pam- 
hlet to the tenor land effeR following; (that * ſay) 1 
meaning the ſaid William Woolley] do not truſt to the arts 
of inſinuation or of mere argument, to enforce my [meaning 
the ſaid William Woolley's] charges againſt you, [meanin 
the ſaid Sir Richard Hill ] they —. thoſe charges] will 
all be proved by the teſtimony of your meaning the ſaid Sir 
Richard ile own hand writing, by the writing of that 
hand which un yew oy for you, [meaning the ſaid Sir Richard 
Hill} betrayed the ſecrets of a rotten heatt, and of a ſtill 
more deſpicable underſtanding :” and in another part of the 
ſaid book or 3 to the tenor and effect following; 
(that is to ſay) “ He who charges a member of parliament 
[meaning thereby the ſaid Sir Richard Hill] with baſeneſs 
and diſhonour, and a high methodiſtical prieſt with ſalſhood 
and injuſtice, ought to conſider well, whether any of theſe 
imputations can be retorted on himſelf,” And in another part 
of the ſaid book or pamphlet, to the tenor and effect follows 
ing; (that is to ſay) “ thus it becomes neceſſary to prefix a 
vindication of myſelf [meaning the ſaid William Woolley] 
to the bill of indiAment againſt you, [meaning the ſaid Sir 
Richard Hill] and to wipe away every flanderous aſperſion 
from m 3 the laid William Woolle 's] own cha- 
rafter, be ore I [meaning the ſaid William Woolley] begin 
to expoſe the foul ſtains, the ingrained turpitude of your's.“ 


[ meaning the ſaid Sir Richard Fill) And in another part of 


the 
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the ſaid book or pamphlet, to the tenor and effect following: 
(that is to ſay) * 1 | meaning the ſaid William Woolley] = 


ready to face you Sir Richard, [meaning the ſaid Sir Richa 


may think yourſelt [meaning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill 

ſecure behind the triple ſhield of wealth, power, and me- 
thodiſm, I [meaning the (aid William Woolley ] have no 
doubt of ſoon convincing you {meaning the ſaid FA Richard 
Hill] that the ſword of truth, like the irreſiſtible ſpear of 
Ithuriel, will force its way to you [meaning the {aid Sir 
Richard Hill's] guilty heart.” And in another part of the 
ſaid book or pamphlet to the tenor and effett following; (that 
is to lay) © Rather Sir Richard [meaning the {aid Sir Ri- 
chard Hill} curſe the mean ſentiments which that pen ex- 
preſſed; rather curſe and endeavour to get rid of the _— 
vity of heart and debaſement of character which thoſe {enti- 
ments betrayed; rather curſe the ſhocking hypocriſy with 
which you (meaning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill] vainly ſtrove 
to veil over the moſt palpable falſhoods, and the moſt glar- 
ing . injuſtice,” And in — * of the ſaid book or 
pamphlet to the tenor and effe& following, (that is to ſay) 
« 1 [meaning the ſaid William Woolley] hoped that a 
member af parliament, [meaning thereby the ſaid Sir Ri- 
chard Hill | whom. it would be almoſt a breach of privilege 
to charge with raſcality and cheating, would never degrade 
himſelf {meaning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill] ſo low as to 
become the ſhameleſs defender of ſuch infamous practices in 
others.“ And in another part of the ſaid book or pam- 
phlet to the tenor and effect following, (that is to ſay) * But 


Hill] and although you [meaning the ſaid Sir Richard Mu! 


though the want of ſuitable materials put it out of his [mean- 


ing a certain printer's] power to“ do your [meaning Sir 
Richard Hill's) letter ſulfice in the printing way, I mean- 
ing the ſaid William Woolley] hope a few of my [meaning 
the ſaid William Woolley's] remarks by way of illuſtration, 
may ſerve to throw upon it [meaning the ſaid letter] ſuffi- 
cient light of another kind; and though I [meaning the ſaid 
William Woolley] am not ſure of being able to make you 
{meaning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill] feel the bitterneſs of 
lin, I [meaning the ſaid William Woolley] have no doubt 
of making you [meaning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill] feel the 
laſh of public ſcorn, and public abhorrence; I [meaning 
the ſaid William Woolley] have no doubt of my being able 
to hunt you [meaning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill] out of 
all virtuous and honourable ſociety; I [meaning the ſaid 
William Woolley] have no doubt of conligning you 3 


1 


and diſgrace, on the tenth day of March, in the thirty fourth? 
ear of the reign of our ſovereign Lord George the Third, 
Ling of Great Britain, &c. with force and arms at Weſt. 
minſter aforeſaid, in the County aforeſaid, of his great hatred, 
malice, ill will, and evil intentions as aforeſaid, towards the 
ſaid Sir Richard Hill, baronet, unlawfully, wickedly, mali- 
ciouſlv and ſcandaluuſly did publiſh, and cauſe and procure 
to be publiſhed, in a certain book or pamphlet, entitled“ A 
« Cure for Canting, or the Grand Impoſtors of St. Stephen's 
« and of Surrey Chapels unmaſked, in a Letter to Sir Richard 
« Hill, baronet; with a few modeſt Hints to the Right Ho- 
« nourable William Pitt,” a certain falſe, wicked, ſcanda- 
lous, defamatory, and malicious libel of, and concerning the 
ſaid Sir Richard Hill, and in which ſaid book or pamphlet 
are contained (amongſt other things) divers, falſe, wicked, 
ſcandalous, and malicious words, ſuggeſtions, and inſinuations 
of. and concerning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill, baronef, and 
which ſaid falſe, wicked, fcandalous and malicious words, 
ſuggeſtions and inſinuations, are to the tenor and effect fol- 
lowing (chat is to ſay) in one part of the ſaid book or pam- 
hlet to the tenor land effect following; (that is to ſay) J 
meaning the ſaid William Woolley] do not truſt to the arts 
of inſinuation or of mere argument, to enforce my [ meaning 
the ſaid William Woolley's] charges againſt you, [meanin 
the ſaid Sir Richard Hill ] they — thoſe charges] wil 
all be proved by the teſtimony of your [ meaning the ſaid Sir 
Richard nile own hand writing, by the writing of that 
hand which un _—_ for you, [ meaning the ſaid Sir Richard 
Hill] betrayed the ſecrets of a rotten heatt, and of a ſtill 
more deſpicable underſtanding :” and in another part of the 
ſaid book or pamphlet, to the tenor and effect following; 
(that is to fay) “ He who 2 a member of parliament 
[meaning thereby the ſaid Sir Richard Hill] with baſeneſs 
and diſhonour, and a high methodiſtical prieſt with ſalſhood 
and injuſtice, ought to conſider well, whether any of theſe 
impulations can be retorted on himſelf,” And in another part 
of the ſaid book or pamphlet, to the tenor and effect follows 
ing; (that is to ſay) „ thus it becomes neceſſary to prefix a 
vindication of myſelf [meaning the ſaid William Woolley 
to the bill of indiAment againſt you, [meaning the ſaid Sir 
Richard Hill] and to wipe away every flanderous aſperſion 
from my meaning the laid William Woolley's] own cha- 


ratter, before I [meaning the ſaid William Woolley] begin 


to expoſe the foul flains, the ingrained turpitude of your's.“ 
[ meaning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill] And in another part - 
has Es the 
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the ſaid book or pamphlet, to the tenor and effect following; 
(that is to ſay) ** 1 | meaning the ſaid William Woolley] am 
ready to face you Sir Richard, [meaning the ſaid Sir Richard 
Hill | and although you [meaning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill 


may think yourlelt [meaning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill 

ſecure behind the triple ſhield of wealth, power, and me- 
thodiſm, I [meaning the (aid William Woolley | have no 
doubt of ſoon convincing you [meaning the ſaid d Richard 
Hill] that the ſword of truth, like the irreſiſtible ſpear of 
Ithuriel, will force its way to you [meaning the ſaid Sir 
Richard Hill's] guilty heart.” And in another part of the 
ſaid book or pamphlet to the tenor and effett following ; (that 
is to ſay) „Rather Sir Richard [meaning the {aid Sir Ri- 
chard Hill] curſe the mean ſentiments which that pen ex- 
preſſed; rather curſe and endeavour to get rid of the depra- 
vity of heart and debaſement of character which thoſe ſenti- 
ments betrayed; rather curſe the ſhocking hypocriſy with 
which you [meaning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill] vainly ſtrove 
to veil over the moſt palpable falſhoods, and the moſt glar- 
1 And in another part of the ſaid book or 
pamphlet to the tenor and effect following, (that is to ſay) 
« I [meaning the ſaid William Woolley] hoped that a 
m er of parliament, [meaning thereby the ſaid Sir Ri- 
chard Hill | whom. it would be almoſt a breach of privilege 
to charge with raſcality and cheating, would never degrade 
himſelf {meaning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill] ſo low as to 
become the ſhameleſs defender of ſuch infamous practices in 
others,” And in another part of the ſaid book or pam- 
phlet to the tenor and effect following, (that is to ſay) * But 
though. the want of ſuitable materials put it out of his [mean- 
ing a certain printer's] power to“ do your [meaning Sir 
Richard Hill's] letter juſtice in the printing way, I [mean- 
ing the ſaid William Woolley] hope a few of my [meaning 
the ſaid William Woolley's] remarks by way of illuſtration, 
may ſerve to throw upon it [meaning the ſaid letter] ſuffi- 
cient light of another kind; and though I [meaning the ſaid 
William 3 am not ſure of being able to make you 
3 the ſaid Sir Richard Hill] feel the bitterneſs of 
in, I [meaning the ſaid William Woolley] have no doubt. 
of making —— [meaning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill] feel the 
laſh of public ſcorn, and public abhorrence; I [meaning 
the ſaid William Woolley] have no doubt of my being able 
to hunt you [meaning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill] out of 
all virtuous and honourable ſociety; 1 —_ the ſaid 
William Woolley] have no doubt of conligning you — 
1 
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ing the ſaid Sir Richard Hill] to all the tortures of outward 
diſgrace, of inward guilt, and of impotent revenge.“ And 
in another part of the ſaid book or pamphlet to the tenor 
and effett following, (that is to ſay) “ One would think Sir 
Richard [meaning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill] that you 
[meaniug the ſaid Sir Richard Hill] had been. hackneyed 
at the Old Bailey, you [meaning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill] 
allume ſuch an air of pretended fimplicity and ignorance ; 
but like the hired perjurer, you [meaning the ſaid Sir Ri- 
chard Hill} will be found ta contradi& yourſelf [meaning 
aid Sir Richard Hill] in the courſe of your own 
meaning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill's] teſtimony.” And in 
another part of the ſaid bock or pamphlet ta the tenor and 
efic& following, (that is ta ſay) “ If 1 {meaning the ſaid 
William Woolley] had not your — the ſaid Sir Ri- 
chard Hill's] letter to produce in þ | 
it ever be believed that Sir Richard Hill, meaning the ſaid 
Sir Richard Hill] the pious Rowland, and the charioteer- 
ing gauze-man could form a plot to ſwindle a poor clergyman 
out of his ſervices, and to amuſe him with hopes of a ſala 
from the Treaſury!” And in another part of the ſaid book 
or morn to the tenor and effeft following, (that is to ſay) 
But Sir Richard, [meaning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill] while 
I ſmile at your [Meaning the (aig Sir Richard Hill's] i 
tence, let me [meaning himſelf the ſaid William Woolley] 
alſo expreſs my [meaning himſelf the ſaid William Wool- 
ley's] juſt indignation at your [meaning the ſaid Sir Richard 
Hl e meaning the ſaid William Woolley] 
undertook to ſhew the rottenneſs of your meaning the 
faid Sir Richard Hill's] heart, and 1 — tha ſaid 
William Woolley] muſt you it id the bottom,” And in 
another part of the ſaid 
effect following, (that is to ſay) “ Your [meaning the ſaid 
Sir Richard Hul head and your [meaning the ſaid Sir 
Richard Hill] heart are equally bad.” And in another part 
of the ſaid book or pamphlet to the tenor and effect follows 
ing, (that is to ſay) . Ah! Sir Richard, [meaning the ſaid 
Sir Richard Hill] how ſhort fighted mutt every ſcoundrel 
[meaning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill] be! How inſeparable 
are. the two qualities of fool {meaning the ſaid Sir Richard 
Hill] and villain! [meaning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill] 
were you [meaning the {aid Sir Richard Hill] ſilly enough 
to ſuppote that you [meaning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill 
could {port with me [meaning the {aid William Woolley 
in ſuch a manner with impunity ? Were you [meaning the 
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ſaid Sir Richard Hill] ſuch an idiot as to imagine that your 
{meaning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill's} title of baronet, and 
your [meaning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill's} privilege as a 
member of parliament, though they I meaning the ſaid title 
of baronet, and the ſaid privilege of parliament} might 
rhaps fkreen your [meaning Sir Richard Hill's] back 
m a horſe-whip, could ſkreen the baſeneſs of your —.— 
ing the faid Sir Richard Hill's] conduct from public ex- 
poſure ?” And in another part of the {aid book or pamphlet 
td the tenor and effect —_ (that is to ſay) © What a 
fatal unlucky pen your's is Sir Richard, [meaning the ſaid 
Sir Richard Hill's] in deſcribing the extent of your [mean- 
ing the ſaid Sir Richard Hill's} own influence, you f mean- 
ing the ſaid Sir Richard Hill] undeſignedly drew an exact 
2 re of the devil,” meaning and intending by thoſe ſeveral 
alſe, wicked, ſcandalous and malicious words, ſuggeſtions and 
inſinuations, that it ſhould” be underſtood and helieved of 
and concerning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill, that he, the ſaid 
Sir Richard Hill, was a perfon of a baſe, infamous, wicked, 
and diſhonourable character, to the great ſcandal, infamy 


and diſgrace of the ſaid Sir Richard Hill, to the evil ex- | 


le of all others in the like caſe, offending in contempt 
of our faid lord the king and his laws, and againſt the peace 


of our ſaid lord the king, his crown and dignity. 


And the jurors aforeſaid, upon their oath aforeſaid, do fur- 
ther preſent, that the ſaid William Woolley, clerk, bein 
ſuch evil and wicked perſon, and wickedly, maliciouſly, an 


1 minding, contriving and intending, as much as 
n 


him lay, to injure, opprefs, aggrieve, aſperſe, and vilify the 
faid Sir Richard Hill, by 

liamont, as aforeſtid, and ſuch good, peaceable, and worth 
ſubje& of our ſkid lord the king, as aforeſaid, and to deſpoil 
him of his good name, fame, credit, and reputation, by in- 
finuating thet he, the ſaid Sir Richard Hill, was a perſon 
of a baſs, wicked, infamous, and diſhonourable character, 
and to bring him into great contempt, hatred, infamy, and 
diſgrace, on the ſaid tenth day of March, in the thirty-fourth 
year of the reign of our ſoveteign Lord George the Third, 
King of Great Britain, Ee. with force and atms at Weſt- 
minfter aforeſaid, in the county aforeſaid, of his great hatred, 
malice, ill-will, and evil intention as aforefaid, towards the 
ſaid Sir Richard Hill. unlawfully, wickedly, maliciouſly, and 


ſcandaloufly did publiſh, and caufe and procure to be pub- 


liſhed, in a cortain other book or pamphlet, entitled“ A 
« Cure for Caating, or the Grand Impoſtors of St. EY 
| e an 
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a and of Surrey Chapels unmaſked, in a Letter to Sir Richard 
„ Hill, baronet; with a few modeſt Hints to the Right Honour- 
„able William Pitt,“ a certain falſe, wicked, ſcandalous, 
defamatory, and malicious libel of, and concerning the ſaid 
Sir Richard Hill, and in which ſaid book or pamphlet laſt 
mentioned, are contained (among other things) divers falſe, 
wicked, ſcandalous, and malicious words, ſuggeſtions, in- 
ſinuations of, and concerning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill, and 
which ſaid laſt mentioned falſe, wicked, ſcandalbus, and 
malicious words, ſuggeſtions, and. inſinuations are to the 
tenor and effett following (that is ta fay) in one part of the 
ſaid laſt mentioned book or pamphlet, to the tenor and 
effect ſollowing (that is to ſay) * He who charges a member of 
parliament {meaning thereby the ſaid Sir Richard Hill] 
with baleneſs and diſhonour, and a high methodiſtical prieſt 
with falſhood and inzuſtice, ought to conſider well, whether 
any of theſe imputations can be retorted on himſelf;” thereby 
meaning and intending that it ſhould be underſtood and 
believed of and concerning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill, that 
he, the ſaid Sir Richard Hill, was a perſon of baſe, wicked, 
and diſhonourable character, to the great ſcandal, infamy, and 
diſgrace of the ſaid Sir Richard Hill, to the evil example of 
all others in the like caſe offending, in contempt of our 
{aid lord the king and his laws, and againſt the peace of our 
laid lord the king, his crown and dignity. | 


And the jurors aforeſaid, upon their oath aforeſaid, do 
further preſent, that the ſaid William Woolley, being ſuch 
evil — wicked perſon, and wickedly, maliciouſly, and un- 
lawfully minding, contriving, and intending, as much as in 
him lay, to injure, oppreſs, aggrieve, aſperſe, and vilify the 
ſaid Sir Richard Hill, ſo being ſuch member of parliament as 
aforeſaid, and being ſuch good, peaceable, and worthy ſub- 
jekt of our ſaid lord the king as aforeſaid, and to deſpoil him 
of his good name, fame, credit, and reputation, by inſinuating 
that he, the ſaid Sir Richard Hill, was a perſon of baſe, 
wicked, infamous, and diſhonourable character, and to bring 
him into great contempt, hatred, infamy, and diſgrace, on the 


ſaid tenth day of March, in the thirty-fourth year of the 


reign of our ſovereign Lord George the Third, King of Great 
Britain, &c, with force and arms at Weſtminſter aforeſaid, 
in the county aforeſaid, of his great malice, ill-will, and 
evil intentions as aforeſaid, towards the ſaid Sir Richard Hill, 


unlawfully, wicked!y, maliciouſly, and ſcandalouſly did pub- 


liſh, and cauſe and procure to be publiſhed, in a certain other 
book vr pamphlet, entitled“ A Cure for Canting, or the Grand 
% Impoſtors 


1 

© Impoſtors of St. Stephen's and of Surrey Chapels un- 
« maſked, in a Letter to Sir Richard Hill, baronet; with 
„ few modeſt Hints to the Right Honourable William 
« Pitt,” a certain other falſe, wicked, ſcandalous, de- 
famatory, and malicious libel of, and concerning the ſaid 
Sir Richard Hill, and in which ſaid laſt mentioned book or 
pamphlet are contained (amongſt other things) divers falſe, 
wicked, ſcandalous, malicious, and defamatory words, ſug- 
—— and inſinuations of, and concerning the ſaid Sir 

ichard Hill, and which ſaid laſt mentioned falſe, ſcan- 
dalous, malicious, and defamatory words, ſuggeſtions, and 
inſinuations are to the tenor and effect following, (that is to 
ſay) in one part of the ſaid laſt mentioned book or pamphlet 
to the tenor and effect following, (that is to ſay) “But 
though the want of ſuitable materials put it out of his 
1 a certain printer's] power to do your {| meaning Sir 

ichard Hill's] letter juſtice in the printing way; I hope a 
few of my 3 the ſaid William Woolley's] remarks 
by way of illuſtration, may ſerve to throw upon it [meaning 
the ſame letter] ſufficient light of another kind, and though 
I [meaning the {aid William Woolley] am not ſure of 
being able to make you [meaning the ſaid Sir Richard 
Hill] feel the bitterneſs of fin, I {meaning the ſaid William 
Woolley] have no doubt of making you [meaning the ſaid 
Sir Richard Hill] feel the laſh of pros (corn and public 
abhorrence ; I [meaning the ſaid William Woolley] have 
no doubt of my — the ſaid William Woolley] being 
able to hunt you [meaning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill] 
out of all virtuous, and honourable ſociety; I [meaning 
the ſaid William Woolley] have no doubt of contigning 
you r the laid Sir Richard Hill] to all the tortutes 
of outward diſgrace, of inward guilt, and of impotent re- 
venge;” meaning and intending that it ſhould be thereby * 
underſtood, and be believed of, and concerning the {aid Sir 
Richard Hill, that he, the ſaid Sir Richard IIill, was a 
perſon of a baſe, wicked, and diſhonourable character, to 
the great ſcandal, infamy, and diſgrace of the ſaid Sir 
Richard Hill, to the evil example of all others in the like 
cale offending, in contempt of our ſaid lord the king and 
his laws, and againſt the peace of our ſaid lord the king, 
his crown, and dignity, 

And the jurors aforeſaid, upon their oath aforeſaid, do 
further preſent. that the laid William Woolley, being ſuch 
evil and wicked perſon as aloreſaid, and wickedly, mali- 
ciouſly, and unjawiul'y minding, contriving, and intending 
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as much as in him lay, to injure, oppreſs, aggrieve, aſperſe, 
and vilify the ſaid Sir Richard Hill, ſo being ſuch member 
of parliament as aforeſaid, and being ſuch good, peaceablc, 
and worthy ſubje&t of our faid lord the king as aforeſaid, 

and to deſpoil him of his x name, fame, credit, and 


reputation, by inſinuating t 


at he, the ſaid Sir Richard 


Hill, was a perſon of a baſe, wicked, infamous, and diſ- 


honourable character, and to bring him into great contempt, 
hatred, infamy, and diſgrace afterwards, to wit, on the ſaid 
tenth day of March, in the thirty-fourth year of the reign 


of our ſovereign Lord George the Third, King of Great 


Britain, &c. with force and arms at Weſtminſter aforeſaid, 
in the county aforeſaid, of his great malice, ill-will, and 
evil intention as aforeſaid, towards the ſaid Sir Richard 
Hill, unlawfully, wickedly, maliciouſly, and ſcandalouſly did 
publiſh, and cauſe and procure to be publiſhed, in a certain 
other book or pamphlet, entitled A Cure for Canting, or 
« the Grand Impoſtors of St. Stephen's and of Surrey Chapels 
„ unmaſked, in a Letter to Sir Richard Hill, baronet ; with 
«a few modeſt Hints to the Right Honourable William 
« Pitt,“ a certain other falſe, wicked, ſcandalous, defama- 
tory, and malicious libel of, and concerning the ſaid Sir 
Richard Hill, and in which ſaid laſt mentioned book or 
pamphlet are contained, amongſt other things, divers falſe, 
wicked, ſcandalous, malicious, and defamatory words, ſug- 
geſtions, and inſinuations of, and concerning the ſaid Sir 
Richard Hill, and which ſaid laſt mentioned falſe, wicked, 
ſcandalous, malicious, and defamatory words, ſuggeſtions, 
and inſinuations are to the tenor and effett following, (that 
is to ſay) in one part of the ſaid laſt mentioned book or 
pamphlet to the tenor and effect following, — is to ay) 
« It 1 [meaning himſelf the ſaid William Woolley] ha 
not your [meaning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill's] letter to pro- 
duce in ſupport of the fatt, would it ever be believed that 
Sir Richard Hill, [meaning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill] the 
pious Rowland, and the charioteering gauzeman, could form 
a plot to [wincle a poor clergyman out of his ſervices, and 
to anne him with hopes of a ſalary from the treaſury” 
meaning and intending that it ſhoultl be thereby underſtood, 


and be believed of, and concerning the laid Sir Richard Hill, 


that he, the ſaid Sir Richard Hill, was a perſon of a baſe, 
wicked, and diſhonourable character, to the great ſcandal, 
infamy, and diſgrace of the laid Sir Richard Hill, to the 
evil example of all others in the like caſe offending, in 
contempt of our laid lord the king and his laws, and againſt 


the 


Wwe 
the peace of our ſaid lord the king, his crown, and 
dignity, 

An the _ aforeſaid, upon their oath aforeſaid. do 
further preſent, that the ſaid William Woolley being ſuch 
evil and wicked perſon, and wickedly, maliciouſly, and un- 
lawfully minding, contriving, and iniending, as much as in 
him lay, to injure, oppreſs, aggrieve, aſperſe, and vilify the 
ſaid Sir Richard Hill, ſo being ſuch member of parliament 
as aforeſaid, and being ſuch good, peaceable, and worthy 
ſubject of our ſaid lord the king as aforeſaid, and to deſpoil 
him of his good name, fame, credit, and reputation, by in- 
ſinuating that he the ſaid Sir Richard Hill was a perſon of a 
baſe, wicked, infamous, and diſhonourable character, and to 
bring him into great contempt, hatred, infamy. and diſgrace, 


on the ſaid tenth day of March, in the thirty-fourth_year of - 


the reign of our ſovereign Lord George the Third, King of 
Great-Britain, &c. with force and arms, at Weſtminſter afore- 
ſaid, in the county aforeſaid, of his great malice, ill will, and 
evil intention as aforeſaid, towards the ſaid Sir Richard Hill, 
unlawfully, wickedly, maliciouſly and ſcandalouſly did pub— 
liſh, and cauſe and procure to he publiſhed, in a certain other 
baok or pamphlet, entitled, A Cure for Canting, or the 
« grand Impoſtors of St. Stephen's and of Surrey Chapels 
„ unmaſked, in a Letter to Sir Richard Hill, baronet ; with 
«& a few modeſt ITints to the Right Honourable William Pitt.” 
a certain other falſe, wicked, ſcandalous, defamatory, and 
malicious libel of, and concerning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill, 
and in which ſaid luſt- mentioned bock or pamphlet are con- 
tained (amongſt other things) divers falle, wicked, ſcan- 
dalous, malicious, and defamatory words, luggeſtions and in- 
ſinuations of, and concerning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill; and 
which ſaid laſt- mentioned falſe, wicked, fcandulous, mali- 
cious, and defamatory words. ſuggeſtions, and ininuations, 
are to the tenor and efleft following, (that is to lay) in one 


part of the ſaid laſt mentioned book or pamphlet, to the tenor 


and effect following. (that is to ſay) Ah, Sir Richard! | mean- 
ing the ſaid Sir Richard Hill] how ſhort-lighted muſt every 
ſcoundrel be? how inleparatle are the two qualities of fool 
and villain! Were you [meaning the {aid Sir Richard [ill | 
filly enough to ſuppole that you could ſport with me | mean- 
ing the ſaid William Woolley] in ſuch a manner wrh im- 
punity ? Were you | meaning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill ] ſuch 
an idiot as to imagine that your [meaning the laid Sir Rt- 
chard Hill's] title of baronet, an your [meaning the laid 
Sir Richard Jill's] 2 as a member ol paitiament, 
3 2 


2 mou! 


1 


1 


though they [meaning the ſaid title of baronet, and the pri. 
vilege of parliament laſt - aforeſaid] might ſcreen your 
[meaning the ſaid Sir Richerd Hill's] back from a horſe- 
whip, could ſcreen the baſeneſs of your [meaning the ſaid 
Sir Richard Hill's] conduct from public expoſure?” mean- 
ing and intending by thole ſeveral laſt-mentioned words, in- 
ſinuations, and ſuggeſtions, that it ſhould be underſtood and 
be believed of, and concerning the ſaid Sir Richard Hill, 
that the ſaid Sir Richard Ilill was a perſon of a baſe, infa- 
mous, villainous, wicked, and diſhonourable character, to the 

reat ſcandal, infamy, and dilgrace, of the ſaid Sir Richard 
Till, to the evil example of all others in the like caſe of- 
fending, in contempt of our ſaid lord the king and his laws, 
and againſt the peace of our ſaid lord the king, his crown 
and dignity, &c. | | 


To this Indidtment the defendant pleaded not guilty, 


Counſel for the Proſecut ion. 


The Honourable Thomas ERSKINx, 
Wirltian GarRow, Eſq, 
GFE NaTraniet Besr, Eſq, 
Solicitor, Jost vn Vowel, Morceſter ſtreet, Southwark. 


Counſel for the Deſendant. 
Joun VENVEX, Eſq. 


JoxaTHan Raine, Eſq, 
Solicitors, Meſſrs, Bekky and BLACKSTONE, Canterbury: 
ſquare, Southoark, 
— ————_— 
WESTMINSTER-HALL, 
NEcemnER 9, 1794. 


NAMES of tie JURORS, 


Nathaniel Conant, of Lamb's Conduit-ſtreet, Eſq. 
Toleph Ballard, of Bedford-row, Eſq, 

John Powell, of Millman-\treet, Eſq. 

thomas Nixon, of New Ormond-ſtreet, Eſq. 
William Harriſon, of Lamb's Conduit-ſtreet, Eſq, 
John Hayter, of Old Cavendiſh-ſtreet, Eſq, 
Thomas Collins, of Berner's ſtreet, Eſq. 
Toleph Hobbs, of Margaret-ſtreet, Eſq. 
Atkinſon Buſh, of Great Ormond-ſtreet, Eſq. 
Luke Flood, of Road-Side, I iq. 

Henry Delamain, of Berner's-itreet, Eſq. 
Mark Sprout, of Lamb's Conduit- ſtreet, Eſq, 
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The Indiftment was opened by Mr, Beſt. 


The Honourable THOMAS ERSKINE, 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip : 


Gentlemen of the Jury, I am of counſel for the crown in 
this proſecution againſt the defendant, My learned friend, 
who has opened to you the pleadings, has ſet me an ex- 
ample which I ſhall follow; which is not to read to you in 
my opening this moſt attröcious libel, but you ſhall hear it 


in the courle of the evidence which will be offered to you. 


\ 

Gentlemen, you will I am ſure, be ſhocked at hearing the 
indecency, ſcurrility and ribbaldry, of this attack, upon an 
honourable man; and, I cannot help ſaying, that as ſome 
ood ariſes out of every evil that hea, 4 ſtated, ſo one feels, 
Thea ardon of Sir Richard Hill, for ſaying, ſo one feels a 
ſort of ſolace at hearing ſuch a libel read upon ſuch a perſon; 
becauſe, in this age of calumny, when no man's honour is 

ſafe, whatever his character and conduct may be, a man nia 
have this to ſay, when he is linarting under the laſh of flan— 
der, he will be able to ſay in theſe times, even Sir Richard 
Hill is the object of ſuch a calumny, even he is held forth to 
the world as a prototype of Satan, as a robber of the poor, of 
the man's little loaf, as an impoſtor, the likeneſs of a hack- 
neyed perjurer at the Old Bailey, an employer of aflaſſins, 
a knave, a titled ſcoundrel, a barbarous miſcreant, a monller 
in human ſhape, à ſwindler, a man of ingrained turpitude, 
having the cloven foot of injuſtice, whole head and heart are 
equally bad, ſcattered throughout this produttion, are theſe 
groſs and ſcandalous calumnies, And, gentlemen, upon 
whom is this calumny caſt? Upon a man the moſt benefi- 
cent and inoſſenſive in the world! And in what manner 
inoffenlive ? not from obſcurity or poverty; no, he is the poſ- 
ſeſſor of one of the moſt ſplendid inheritances in this illand, 
and which, by the acceſſion of art and creative cultivation, 
he has converted into a fort of Paradiſe; not to riot there in 
criminal debauchery, unmindful of him who placed him in 
it, but whole whole life is a pattern of modeſly, piety, and 
goodneſs; whoſe lirlt gratifhcatton in the great expence 
which he creates, is the relief and ſuſtentation of the poor, 
whom he ſeeds by it; and whoſe houle, the {eat of honeſt, 
virtuous, Engliſh hoſpitality, and the receptacle of every 
thing which can render life comfortable or delightful ; is at 
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the ſame time, as it were, a houſe of prayer, ſor the ſervice 
of the great diſpenſer of all benefits and bleſſings, 


Gentlemen, 1 ſay this, and I am happy by the cauſe 
being late, that it was left to me to ſay it, not from my briet, 
not from my inſtruttions, not from the information af others, 
but I ſpeak it from my own knowledge of what I ſay from 
my childhood upwards, and an experience, fortunately ſy; 
me, a very large and long one, 


Gentlemen, that ſuch a man as this ſhould be the object of 
ſuch a calumny is horrible; more eſpecially as I will prove 
to you, if the neceſſity of the caſe ſhould call for it, that Sir 
Richard Hill has been brought into contaft with this defen- 
dant, into any acquaintance with, and been made the ſubjett 
of his animadverhons, by his, the defendant having been 
an obje& of his bounty; he recommended him jn his pro- 
feſſion, thinking well of him, in order to enable him to ſup. 
port himſelf and his family But, I pauſe here, we 
are not upon the ſubje& of ingratitude, we are upon the ſub- 
ject of guilt, 


Gentlemen, the queſtions which you will have to try are 
' theſe: Is this a libel upon Sir Richard Hill? That you will 
decide when you come to hear it read. And, ſecondly, 1: 
the defendant, Mr. Woolley, the author or the publiſher of 
that libel, or both ? When you have decided upon theſe two 
queſtions, this cauſe is finiſhed, 


Gentlemen, I ſee to whom I am addreſſing myſelf; this is 
not the firſt time by hundreds, I might ſay, in which I have 
had the honour of addreſſing myſelf, with a very few excep- 
tions, I believe, to all of you; and therefore I ſhould 
aſhamed of conſuming the time of the court, by making 
one additional obſervation, 


EVIDENCE FOR THE CROWN, 
RokERT CLAur (Sworn). 
Examined by Mr. GARROw. 


Q: Did you purchaſe that book yourſelf, which 
you hold in your hand? 
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A. Yes. 1 
: Who did you buy it of? 
A. Of Mr. Woolley. 
Q: The Defendant ? 
A. Yes. 
Q: Where did you buy it? 


A. I had it of him in the ſtreet. I applied to 
him at his houſe in the Borough; he procured it 
from the bookſeller's for me. 


Q: Of what profeſſion is he? 
A. He 1s a clergyman. 
Q: They were publicly publiſhed ? 
A. Yes; at Jordan's. 
9. He is a bookſeller in Fleet-ſlreet ? 
A. Yes. 
Q: Mr. Woolley procured you one? 
A. Yes; I had it of him, and paid him for it. 
Q; When? 
A. On Monday, the 1oth of March. 
Q: Had you any converſation with him about it? 


A. Yes; I walked with him from his houſe to 
Cockſpur-ſtreet, and he ſhewed me a letter from 
the attorney; but he ſaid it was all truth, and he 
ſhould ſtand the cauſe, ,and would not give it up. 


: You did not learn from him whether the 
publication had been extenſive or not ? 


A. Yes; I believe he ſaid there was not a 
member of the Houſe of Commons but what had 


one; that Sir Richard Hill and Mr. Hill were 
never ſo cut up in their lives. 


15 That Mr. Hill is his brother Mr. Rowland 
ö 


R 
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. 
D: Mr. Rowland Hill is a clergyman? 
A. Tes. ; 
9. He does duty at Surrey Chapel,I believe? 
A. Ces. 


Mr. Lowten then read the title page, and the following paſſages : 


« A Cure for Canting, or the Grand Impoſtors of St. 
Stephen's and of Surrey Chapels unmatked, in a Letter to 
Sir Richard Hill, Baronet ; with a few modeſt Hints to the 
Right Honourable William Pitt, By W. Woolley, M. A. 
Chaplain to the Marihallea,” 


(Page 8) * do not truſt to the arts of inſinuation, or of 
mere argument, to enforce my charges againſt you: they 
will all be proved by the teſtimony of your own hand- 
writing ;—by the writing of that hand, which, unluckily for 
you, betrayed the ſecrets of a rotten heart, and ot a {till more 
deſpicable underſtanding.” 


(Page 9) © He, who charges a member of parliament with 
baleneſs and diſhonour, _ a high methodiltical prieſt with 
falſhood and injuſtice, ought to conſider well, 1 any 
of theſe imputations can be retorted on himlelt,” 


(Page 16 and 17) “ I am ready to face you, Sir Richard; 
and though you may think yourſelf ſecure behind the triple 
ſhield of wealth, power, — methodiſm, I have no doubt of 
ſoon convincing you, that the ſword of truth, like the 
irreſiſtible ſpear of Ithuriel, will force its way to your guilty 
heart.“ | | | | 


(Page 41) Rather, Sir Richard, curſe the mean ſentiments 
which that pen expreſſed. Rather curle, and endeavour to 
get rid of, the depravity of heart, and debaſement of 

Character, which thoſe ſentiments betrayed. Rather curſe 
- the ſhocking hypocriſy, with which you vainly ſtrove to 
veil over the moſt palpable falſnoods, and the moſt glaring 
injuſtice,” 


(Page 44) * hoped that a member of parliament, whom it 
would be almoſt a breach of privilege io charge with raſcality 
and cheating, would never degrage himſelf ſo low as 10 
become the ſhameleſs defender of ſuch infamous practice 
ia other..“ | 
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(Page 46) But though the want of ſuitable materials put 
it out of his power to do your letter juſtice in the printing 
way, I hope a few of my remarks, [on way of illuſtration, 
may ſerve to throw upon it ſufficient light ot another kind: 
and though I am not ſure of being able to make you feel 


the bitterneſs of fin, I have no doul:t of making you feel the 


laſh of public ſcorn and public abhorrence : I have no doubt 
of my being able to hunt you out of all virtuous and honour- 
able ſociety : I have no doubt of conligning you to all the 
tortures of outward diſgrace, of inward guilt, and of im- 
potent revenge,” 


(Page 48) © One would think, Sir Richard, that you had 


been hackneyed at the Old Bailey, you aſſume ſuch an air 
of pretended ſimplicity and ignorance, But, like the hired 


perjurer, you will be found to contradit yourſelf in the 
courſe of your own teſtimony.” 


(Page 49) © If I had nct your letter to produce in ſupport 
of the fact, would it ever be believed, that Sir Richard Hill, 
the pious Rowland, and the charioteering gauze-man, could 
form a plot to ſwindle a poor clergyman out of his ſervices, 
and to amuſe him with hopes of a ſalary from the treaſury,” 


(Page 60) © But, Sir Richard, while I ſmile at your im- 
potence, let me alſo expreſs my juſt indignation at vour 
malignity. IT undertook to ſhew the rottenneſs of your 
heart; and I mult probe it to the bottom.“ 


{Page 61) © Your head and your heart are equally bad.“ 


(Page 75) * Ah! Sir Richard, how ſhort ſighted muſt 
every ſcoundrel be! How inſeparable are the two qualities 
of fool and villain! Were you filly enough to ſuppoſe, that 
you could ſport with me in ſuch a manner with impunity ? 
Were you ſuch in idiot as to imagine that your title of 
baronet, and your privilege as member of parliament, though 
they might perhaps ſkreen your back from a horſewhip, 
could ſkreen the baſeneſs of your conduct from public 
expoſure?” 


(Page 81) © What a fatal unlucky pen your's is, Sir 
Richard! In deſcribing the extent of your own influence, 
you undefignedly drew an exact picture of ihe devil.“ 

| (; Ma, 
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. Ms, Gannyw, We do not wiſh to have any more read, 
if you wiſh to have any more read, you have only to expreſs 
your pleaſure, and it will be done, 


Ms, Raixe, All I wiſh is that it may be read, and that 
we may compare it with the record, to lee if we can dilcover 
a variance, and ſurely there is nothing unfair in that, 


Loxy Kzxyon, You may have what you pleaſe read 
certainly. 


Ma. ExsK INE. My lord, I have not the ſmalleſt objeftion 
to hear it. | | | 


Here ſome few objections, in point of form, were made by the co 
for the defendant to the indict ment, which were over. ruled by the 
judge. 


Lox D KENVOV. It is to be lamented that this man ſhould 
have written ſuch a book, ſuch a book attacking the character 
of ſuch a man; it is poſſible from a long acquaintance one 
might think more of a man than he deſerves, but to be ſure 
there never lived upon earth a better man, 


Mr. V EN N E. R. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip: 

Gentlemen of the Jury; It now falls to my lot to have the 
diſagreeable taſk of addreſſing you on behalf of Mr. Wool- 
ley. And, gentlemen, if there is any man in the world who 
diſlikes ſcandal and abuſe more than I do, I think my learned 
friend would ſeek a long while before he could find him: 
and though Sir Richard Hill's character may deſerve that 
eulogium pronounced upon him by the virtuous and worthy 


judge on the bench, yet, it ſometimes happens, that the belt 
vi men fall into errors, 


Gentlemen, the firſt error Sir Richard Hill fell into, was 
writing a letter, which letter he would be extremely ſorry to 
Have read to him, and which I ſhould be extremely ſorry to 
1cad,to you, The next error Sir Richard Hill fell into, was 
publiſhing a book in anſwer to this of Mr, Woolley's, as un- 
worthy of Sir Richard, as of any other man; and if he 
were my own brother, I would tell that it was as unworthy 
of him, as of the molt ſcandalous character that ever came 
out of Newgate, 


Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, this diſpute, for Sir Richard has condeſcended 
to make it a diſpute between them, by taking up the cudgels, 
and anſwering his book : and were it not for the greatneſs 
of his character, I ſhould ſay this to you; that he anſwered 
it at a time when the proſecution was on foot, a fact that could 


only tend to bias the minds of you, gentlemen, who were to 
paſs between the priſoner and the crown, 


Gentlemen, this book contains a ſarrago of ſad low abuſe 
againſt Mr, Woolley, who may, or not, have deſerved it : 
whether he has or not, I do not know ; but when fo great a 
charaQer condeſcends to anſwer determined and grols abuſe, 
by abuſe ſtill more determined, and ſtill more groſs, he muſt 


* wonder that ſuch a man finds an advocate, that advocate 
am. 


Gentlemen, this diſpute, and this literary warfare, aroſe 
from this circumſtance: Mr. Rowland Hill, the brother of 
Sir Richard, has poſſeſſion of a very large chapel, which I 
believe you all know on the other fide of Black-friars 
Bridge. In that chapel, the doctrines of which are parjly 
what is called methodiſtical, and partly of the church of 
England; it is neceſſary to have ſome perſon to read the 
prayers, which are ordered by the liturgy, and ſome other 
perlon to preach differently from that, 


Ma. Exsx1xe. It is no ſuch thing. 


Mx, Vexnner. I know there is ſome difference, though 
I do not know exattly what it is, 


Gentlemen, Mr. Woolley, the defendant, came to town ag 

a clergyman, in very poor, diſtreſſed, neceſſitous circum- 
{tances, and I believe, it was his intention to have gone 
abroad; but falling in with a friend of his, he was introduced 
to Mr, Rowland Hill, who engaged him to read prayers 
twice a week at Surrey Chapel, Mr. Rowland Hill made 
no kind of agreement with, nor did he come to any kind 
of regular ſtipend or allowance, but his offers were flatter- 
ing, and were liberal, In ſhort, Mr, Woolley ſtaid there 
two and twenty months, during which time Mr, Woolley 
inceſſantly aſked, begged, and intreated for money to ſubſiſt 
himſelf; he received, during that time, ſome ſeven or cight 
pounds, He ſpoke to Mr. Rowland ITill, and, as I am in- 
-{trutted to ſtate, he ſpoke to Mr, Webber, the treaſurer ; he 
C 2 | poke 
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ipoke to a number, of the truſtees, begging and intyeating that 


he might have ſome fixed allowance during that time. Sir 
Richard's beneficence ſhone out very much; he made him a 
preſent of two guineas; ſome others of the truſtees gave him 
to the amount of ſeven or eight pounds, but {till the man was 
ſtarvipg: at length, tired out, he got a place in the Marſhal. 
ſea, and he went away from the chapel. Some conſiderable 
time after he re urned back, and again applied for this money 
which was due to him for two and twenty months. The 
truſtees for lome time refuſed, Mr. Webber, the treaſurer, re- 
fuſed ; at laſt they agreed to ſeparate ; they do ſeparate, and 
a ſum of nine pounds is given him, upon his giving a receipt 
in full and all demands: now maik that, ſomething was 


clearly due, otherwile the truſtees would not have paid him 


that; and if ſomething was due, how right it would have been 
in Mr, Rowland Hill, the moſt pious man alive, and Mr. 
Webber, who I underſtand is as good a man as can be, to 
pay this man, who would have ſtarved, had it not been for 
a. poor unfortunate lady. who was incapable of ſtirring from 
home, and who, took him into her houſe to read private 
prayers io 3 death; who, as a teſtimony of his good 
behaviour, left him, upon her death, a legacy of twenty 
pounds, and to Mr. Rowlar.d Hill a * . of ten pounds; 
it, therefore, we may judge of the two by this lady's benefi- 
cence, one would have ſuppoſed that the defendant was the 
beſt; but inſtead ol giving it to the beſt, ſhe gave it to the 
pooreſt, DR . 


Gentlemen, now comes that upon which this quarrel 
between Mr. Woolley and Sir Richard Hill roſe, Tired of 
{peaking to Mr. Hill and the truſtees, it is more than probable 
this might be the caſe, Mr. Rowland Hill has none of the 
emoluments of the chapel, but a fixed flipend, and the 
ttuftecs might have thought that he wanted too much, they 
might have thought that he was entitled to nothing, they 
might have been avaricious; but tired of ſpeaking to them, 
Mr. Woolley wrote a letter to Sir Richard, in that letter he 
begs Sir Richard's kind and roble interference that he 
might receive his ipend, or that he might receive ſomething. 
To that letter he receives this anſwer, “ Reverend Sir, 
1 have juſt rece:ved vour letter which was ſent to me from 
Hoxton to London,” And in reading this, 1 muſt be 
pardon of the cout and you, if any animadverſions ſhoul 
come from my mouth which wav ſeem to bear hard upon 
du Richard, buwile, if my own biether had written this 


Iettc:, 


EE OE oe VCC 


— 
em 


— hd EP. 


„„ Fi hd oe. ot Rn 


(22 ] 


letter, the animadverſions I am about to ſtate ſhould not have 
eſcaped me. Reverend Sir, I have juſt received your 
letter which was ſent to me from Hoxton to London, I 
know nothing of the tranſactions you allude to.” Now we 
ſhall ſee whether he does not name every one of the tranſ- 
actions that poor Woolley alludes to in his letter. But 
as you voluntarily read prayers at the Surrey Chapel for any 
little gratuity, I do not ſee how you can make a demand, 
eſpecially as no ſtipend was agreed for.” Now 1 aſk it this 
was not the whole he could have ſaid in his letter to Sir 
Richard, I have read prayers at Surrey Chapel without any 
ſtipend being agreed = and I fear I cannot make a de- 
mand, * Beſides,” adds Sir Richard, © I underſtand that 
you did this in hopes that I would get you a ſalary from the 
trealury of gol. a year, and, which you have now, entirely 
through my application, and if I was to ſpeak a word to Mr. 
Roſe, it would be immediately withdrawn.” Good God 
of heaven] if fo virtuous and pious a man as Sir Richard. a 
member of parliament, one of our repreſentatives, will do this, 
what are we not to expect? Gentlemen, this is a libel; upon 
what? Upon more than private charaQter, it is a lihel upon our 
conſtitution ! for, what deduction can we draw trom it but 
this? that Mr. Rowland Hill's curates are paid by a ſtipend 
drawn from the treaſury, Gentlemen, I can draw no other 
deduction, I have tried my good ſenſe. I beg pardon, wy 
ſenſe, 1 ſhould not ſay my good ſenſe, I have tried over and 


over again to make ſomething elſe of the paſſage, but can- 
not, 


© Lonp Kenyon, I ſee in the pamphlet that the ſalary 
from the treaſury is a different thing, that is, for reading 
prayers at the Marſhalſea, 


Ma. Venner, He was to have a ſalary of gol. a year, 
for doing buſineſs at the Marſhalſea, but your lordſhip will 
take notice that the letter itſelf conhders it as a bargan : ** but 
vou did this in hopes I would pet you a {alary,” and con- 
ſequently the falary was for reading praveis at the Mar- 


ſhallea, and the treading prayers at the Surrey Chapel was to 
be gratuitous, | 


Gentlemen, you have heard the letter read, you have 
heard the annotations I have made upon it, whether true ou 
talle, is certainly for you to determine as men of ſenile, 
Gentlemen, the letter goes on with laying, » It therefore 


appears 


At OA - 4 
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appears to me, that the demand you make on my brother is 
by no means juſtifable.“ Why not juſtifable? for three 
caions; firit, becauſe he voluntarily read prayers for any 
little gravity ; ſecondly, that no ſtipend was agreed upon; 
and, the third was, that Sir Richard had obtained him a place 
of gol. a year, as chaplain to the Marſhalſea ; but it un- 
fortunately happens that Sir Richard did not do this; 
Mr. Woolley had applied to Sir Richard to get him this 
tuation of chaplain to the Marſhalſea; Sir Richard with 
tha! goodneſs of heart, I believe, for which he is famous, 
immediately applied himſelf to Mr. Role, deliring Mr. Roſe's 
3nteiſerence with Sir Sydney Meddowes; Mr. Roſe wrote a 
letter 10 Sir Sydney, who threw away thc letter, calling it a 
trealury mandate, and he would have nothing to do with it: 
Sir Sydney appointed another gentleman to be chaplain to 
the Marſhallea, that gentleman died, and Mr, Woolley ſet 
himlelf to work through the medium of a very _— man, 
a barriſter, a Mr. Parke, who applied in behalf of Mr, 
Woolley to Sir Sydney Meddowes, who made out the ap- 
8 for Mr. Woolley with his own hand, and Sir 

ichard had nothing to do with it, The ſalary of the 
chaplainſhip to the M arſhalſea, aroſe from a deſire that there 
ſhould be ſomebody ſet over the priſoners, to afford that 
ſpiritual comforts that thoſe poor creatures needed, and in 
conſequence of that the ſalary was augmented to gol. a year, 


Gentlemen, this ſettlement between the truſtees and Mr» 
Woolley, produced a ſpecies of quarrel and a ſpecies of 
gn which it was not very ealy to heal up, Mr, Woolley 
had often done duty at Bethnal-Green, for a Mr. Cockayne, 
Mr, Cuckayne died, and Mr, Woolley put up to be the 
lefturer, Mr. Rowland Hill, I believe, had often ſupported 
him till that moment, but thinking him, at that time, a very 
wicked irreligious man, he quitteq 4 the elettion came on, 
and Mr, Woolley was beat out of a very large poll by 
filteen votes only, and thole fifteen votes, he in his anger and 
dilappoiniment, pu's 10 the account of Mr, Rowland Hill's 
interference, Now Mu, Woolley may he a very bad man, but ! 
think, a clergyman puiting himſelf as a candidate for a 
lettureſhip in ſuch a place as Bethnal Green, and loſes 
u upon a very large pull by Gifteen votes only, could not 
be a man of a very wicked and abominable character. 


(Gentlemen, ſome time after this, this unfortunate libellous 
pamphlet came out; aud it came out from @ mind irritated, 
\ lure 
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ſore, and angry with inceſſant er perhaps not 


looking through the glals with that kind of clear eye which 
he ought to have done upon Sir Richard; probably the 
character of Sir Richard diminiſhed very much in his 
Opinion, and it is more than probable that that letter which 
I have read to you, had lowered him, in Mr. Woolley's mind, 
and produced that anger and irritation which, I am ſure, Mr. 
Woolley is ſorry at this very moment for having written, but 
if people of the rank and ſituation of Sir Richard, will con- 
deſcend to diſpute with perſons of the character and ſitua- 
tion of Mr. Woolley, they muſt not wonder that they receive, 
in ſome degree, blow for blow. 


Gentlemen, I will ſtate it once more, juſt to impreſs it 
upon your minds, that ſubſequent to this, the moſt abuſive 
pamphlet has been publiſhed by Sir Richard, which alter 
abuſing him in this life, turns him over to deltruttion, and 
laughs at him when he is about to die, 


Gentlemen, if it is poſſible that you can ſind a poor man, 
who has got only fifty pounds a year to live upon, when 
this cauſe has ſpent two years income of it, if you think he 
has been ſufficiently puniſhed, and agreeable to your con— 
ſciences can ſay that he is not guilty, you will be doing an 
act which, if you can bring — elves to do, will fave a poor 
man from deſtruftion ; for how he is to live, after another 
8 I know not: I am inſtrutted to lay to von, that 
t has coſt him between ty and [eventy pounds, and his in- 
come is but fifty pounds a-year, His lituation will be re- 
duced to that in Which Mr. Rowland Hill originally know 
him 4 a beggar, deſtitut* of the necellaries of life, It you gans, 
agreeable to your conleiences, lay that he is wot priliy, bes 
will again be (et afloat in the world, and will be tell thy 
his companions, 


Load KRENYON, 


3entlemen of the Jury, 


J have nothing more to ſay, than that you have heard the 
evidence of the publication, and will conſider of your verdict, 


The Jury immediately gave in their verdi uilty. 


Ma. Raine, My lard, I have looked through this record, 
and find no variance in the firſt count ; but I conceive It to 
00 
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be my duty to ſubmit to your lordſhip, with reſpeti to the 


inuendoes, Whether they are properly ſtated in the inditt 
ment, which is for your lordſhip's conſideration, | 


Lorp REM VO. The application of the inuendoes is for 
the jury, but a great part of it wants no inuendo, for he has 
Put the name at length ; but if you can ſtate any thing in 
_ arreſt of judgment, you may ſtate it, 


Mu. Rainz. It has been ſometimes ſaid, that it is too 
late, unleſs it is mentioned at the trial, therefore I took the 
liberty of ſtating it to your lordſhip now, 


Lond Kenyon, No, it is never too late in the caſe of an 
inditment ; but in an action for general damages, if you can 
impeach one count, it is fatal to the whole, 


Ma. Vennu, lord, Mr, Erſkine takes his verdict 
upon the fin ſt count. 


Mx, Ens INE. I ſhall take it upon the firſt, ſecond and 


third counts. 4 


Ms, Garxrow ſaid, Aye, take it upon the firſt, ſecond, 
third, fourth, and fifth, 


Lond Kenyon, From what I know of the proſecutor, 
the wiſeſt way for the defendant would have been to truſt to 
his mercy, for a better man I don't know within the circle 
ot human nature. 


| Mr. Ersx1Nne, There is no man I reſpe& more than my 
my learned friend who opened the caſe for the defendant, 
and if he had not had a monitor, we ſhould not have heard 
one half of what we have heard.—l opened this caſe not only 
as the advocate, but as the friend of Sir Richard Hill; your 
lordſhip has truly ſaid he could not be more ſafe than in his 
hands, | 


Ma. Vexner. He would have been very happy, my 
lord, to have put it to that teſt, 


The Defendant will therefore be brought up next Term to receive 
Judgement of the Court of Kang's Bench, O 
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On the Proſecution of ROWLAND HILL, Clerk, 


AGAINST 


WILLIAM WOOLLEY, Clerk, 


INDICTMENT, 


Mippi.estx. Of Eafter Term, in the Thirty-fourth Year of 
King George the 1hard. 


MIDDLESEX, E. it remembered that on Monday 

ro weir. next, after the morrow of the Atcen- 
Gon of our Lord, in the thirty-fourth year of the reign of our 
{overeign Lord George the Third, by the Grace of Cod, of 


Great Britain, France, and Iteland King, Defender of the 


Faith, &c.. in the court of our {aid lord the king, before the 
king himſelf at Weſtminiter, in the County of Middleſex, 
upon the oath of twelve jurors, good and lawlul men of the 
ſaid County of Middleſex, then there {worn, and charged to 
enquire for our laid lord the king, and the body of the 
County of Middleſex. It was preſented as followeth, (that is 
to ſay) Middleſex (to wit.) The jurors for our lord the 
king, upon their oath, preſent that William Woolley, late of 
Weſtminſter, in the County of Middletex, clerk, being an 
evil and wicked perſon, and wickedly, maliciouſly, and un- 
lawfully minding, contriving. and intending as much as in 
him lay, to opprels, injure, aggrieve, and vilify Rowland 
Hill, clerk, being a good, peaceable, and worthy {uvj-et of 
our ſaid lord the king, and to deprive him of his good name, 
fame, credit and reputation, and to bring him into great 
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contempt, infamy and diſgrace, on the tenth day of March, in 
thethirty-fourth year of the reign of our ſovereign Lord George 
the Third. King of Great-Britain, &c. with force and arms, at 
Weſtminſter aforeſaid, in the county of Middleſex aforeſaid, 
of his great hatred, malice, ill-will and evil intentions as afore- 
laid. towards the ſaid Rowland Hill, unlawfully, wickedly, 
maliciouſly and ſcandalouſly did publiſh, and cauſe and pro- 
cure to be publiſhed, in a certain book or pamphlet, entitled, 
A Cui tor Canting, or the grand Impoſtors of St. Stephen's 
« and of Surrey Chapels unmaſked, in a Letter to Sir Richard 
„% Hill, baronet, with a few modeſt Hints to the Right Honour- 
© able William Pit,” a certain falſe, ſcandalous, wicked, 
defamatory and malicious libel of and concerning the ſaid 
Rowland Hill, and in which faid book or pamphlet are 
contained (among other things) divers falſe, wicked, ſcanda- 
lous and malicious words, ſuggeſtions and inſinuations, of and 
concerning the faid Rowland Hill, and which ſaid falle, 
wicked, {candalous and malicious words, ſuggeſtions and in- 
finuations are to che tenor and effect following, (that is to 
ſay) in one part of the ſaid bock or pamphlet, to the tenor 
and efftett following, (that is to ſay) “ With what rapture 
ſhall 1 {meaning himſelf, the ſaid William Woolley | de- 
ſcribe the progreſs of this miniſter of comfort! [meaning 
the ſaid Rowland Hill] how delightful it muſt be to fol- 
low him [meaning the {aid Rowland Hill] from the be. 
ginning of his [meaning the laid Rowland Hill's] career, 
when he [meaning the ſaid Rowland Hill] firſt ſallied forth 
from the brothels of Oxford, and the haunts of diſſipa- 
tion, to reform and enlighten mankind! — to convince the 
world that where ſin had notoriouſly abounded, there grace 
did much more abound !” And in a certain other part of the 
{aid book or pamphlet, to the tenor and efteR ſollowing, (chat 
i« to lay) “ Still lets did 1 [meaning himſelf, the ſaid William 
Woolley] ſaſpect that your brother [meaning thereby the 
ſad Rowland Hill] the apoſtie of grace but not of good 
works, could be fo void of chriſtian charity, and indeed of 
common honeſty, as to run about from ſtreet to ſtreet, and houſe 
to houte, to blaſt all my (meaning the ſaid William Woolley's | 
hopes. by tubornation and ftallhood,” And in another part 
of tte faid book or pamphlet, to the tenor and effett follow- 
ing, ( het 18 to lay) © I ] {meaning the ſaid William Wool» 
ley] had not your letter to produce in ſupport of the 
tatt, would it ever be Lala that Sir Richard Hill, the 
pious Rowland, [meaning thereby the ſaid Rowland Hill] 


and the chariotecting gauze-man, could foim a plot to 
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fwindle a poor clergyman out of his ſervices, and to amuſe 
him with hopes of a ſalary from the Treaſury!” And in 
another part of the ſaid book or pamphlet, go the tenor and 
effect following, (that is to ſay) “ I [meaning himſelf, the 
ſaid William Woolley] believe I [meaning himlelf, the ſaid 
William Woolley] might go farther, and aſſert with great 
truth, that there 1s not one conſcientious clergyman who 
would give either you or him [meaning the ſaid Rowland 
Hill] a certificate of ſound faith, and irreproachable mo- 
rals; thereby meaning and intending that it ſhould be 
underſtood and believed of and concerning the ſaid Row- 
land Hill, that the ſaid Rowland Hill was of a licentious 
and debauched condutt, devoid of common honeſly, and of 
a wicked and infamous character, to the great ſcandal, in- 
famy, and diſgrace of the ſaid Rowland Hill, to the evil 
example of all others in the like caſe offending, in contempt 
of our ſaid lord the king and his laws, and againſt the peace 
of our ſaid lord the king, his crown and dignity. x 


And the jurors aforeſaid, 1 their oath aforeſaid. do 
further preſent, that the ſaid William Woolley being ſuch 
evil and wicked perſon, and wickedly, maliciouſly, and un— 
lawfully minding, contriving, and intending. as much as in 
him lay, to injure and opprefs, aggrieve, alperſe, and vilify 
the ſaid Rowland Hill, belug ſuch good, peaceable, and 
worthy ſubjett of our ſaid lord the king as 12 and io 
deſpoil him of his good fame, credit, and reputation, and 10 
bring him into great contempt, infamy, and diſgrace, on the 
tenth day of March. in the thirty-fourth year of the reign of 


our ſovereign Lord George the Third, King of Great-Britain, 


Ec. with force and arms at Weltmin'iter aforeſaid, in the 
county aforeſaid, of his great hatied, malice, il] will, and 
evil intentions, as aforeſaid, towards the ſaid Rowland Hill, 
unlawfully, wickedly, malicioully, and ſ{candalouſly, did 


| publiſh, and cauſe and r to be publiſhed in a certain 


book or pamphlet, intit 


ed * A Cure for Canting, or the 


„ grand Impoſtors of St. Stephen's and of Surrey Chapels 


% unmaſked, in a Letter to Sir Richard e Ilill. Bart, with a 
tt few modeſt Hints to the Right Honourable William Pit.” 
a certain other falſe, wicked, ſcandalous, defamatory libel of 
and concerning the ſaid Rowland II. and in which faid 
laſt- mentioned book or pamphlet are contained, amonglit 
other things, divers falle, wicked, {candalous, and malicious 
words, ſuggeſtions, and infinuations, of and concerning the 
ſaid Rowland Hill, and which ſaid laſt mentioned falle, 
ſcandalous, and malicious words, ſuggeſtions, and infinu- 
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ations, are to the tenor and effect following, (chat is to ſay) 
in one part of the {aid laſt- mentioned book or pamphlet, to 
the tenor and effect following, (hat is to ſay) “ With what 
rapture ſhall I [meaning himſelf, the ſaid William Woolley} 
deſcribe the p:ogreſs of this minifler of comfort! [meanin 

the ſaid Rowland Hill] How delightful it muſt be to follow 
him [meaning the ſaid Rowland Hill] from the beginning 


of his [meaning the ſaid Rowland Hill's] career, when he 


[meaning the ſaid Rowland Hill] firſt ſallied forth from the 
brothels of Oxford, and the haunts of diſſipation, to reform 
and enlighten mankind! —to convince the world, that where 
{in had notorioully abounded, there grace did much more 
abound!” + in another part of the ſaid laſt-mentioned 
book or pamphlet, to the tenor and effect following, (that is 
ro ſay) I [meaning himſelf, the ſaid William Woolley] 
believe I [meaning himlelf, the laid William Woolley] 
might go ſarither, and aſſert with great truth, that there is not 
one conſcientious clergyman who would give either you or 
him [meaning the ſaid Rowland Hill] a certificate of ſound 
faith and irreproachable morals;” thereby meaning and in- 
tending, that it ſhould be underſtood and believed of and 
concerning the {aid Rowland Hill, that he the ſaid Rowland 
Hill was a man of depraved morals, and of debauched licen- 
tious conduct, and of a wicked charaQer, to the great ſcan- 
dal, inlamy. and diſgrace of the ſaid Rowland Hill, to the 
evil example of all others in the like caſe offending, in con- 
tempt of our ſaid lord the king and his laws, and againſt the 
peace of dur {aid lord the King, his crown and dignity, &c. 
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The IIonourable Twowas Erskixr, 
VIILLIAu Garkow, Eſq. 
GrokGe NATHANIEL BesT, Eſq, 


Solicitor, Jost iH Vowert, VWorceſter ſtreet, Southwark. 


Counfel for the Defendants 


Joun Venxes, Eſq, 
JoxatHax Raine, Eſq, 


Solicitors, Meſſrs, Bekky and BLACKSTONE, Canterbury- 
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Square, Southwark, 
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Mark Sprout, of Lamb's Conduit-ſtreet, Eſq. 
oſeph Ballard, of Bedford-row, Eſq. 
Thomas Nixon, of New Ormond-ſtreet, Eſq. 
ohn Powell, of Millman-ſtreet, Eſq. 


illiam Harriſon, of Lamb's Conduit-ſtreet, Eſq, 


Peter Dawlon, of Goodge-ſtreet, Eſq. 
Thomas Sandford, of Paradife-ſtreet, Eſq. 
John Hayter, of Old Cavendiſh-ſtreet, Ela. 
John Delamain, of Margaret-ſtreet, Eſq. 
Thomas Collins, of Berner's-ſ{treet, Eſq. 
Henry Delamain, of Berner's-ſtreet, Elq. 
Atkinſon Buſh, of Great Ormond-ſtreet, Eſq. 


-- 


Mr, Beſt, on the part of the proſecution, opened this Inditment: 
_ which the Defendant, by the advice of his Counſel, pleaded 
a & 
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The Defendant will therefore be brought up next Term to receive 


the judgement of the Court of Aing's- Bench. 
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